
Calhoun Community College Faculty Senate 
Meeting Minutes 

August 19, 2016 
I. Call to order 

Valerie Cox called to order the regular meeting of the Calhoun Community College 

Faculty Senate at 2:30pm, on August 16, 2016 on the Huntsville campus in room 309. 

 

II. Roll call 

Sign in sheet served as roll call. The following persons were present:  

Derek Berry 

Odessa Jordan 

Brian Oakes 

Cynthia Stephenson 

Vickie Hale-Brown 

Julie Brown 

Brent Watson 

Jill Onega 

Bill Provin 

Gerald Jackson 

David Johnson 

Valerie Cox 

Nicole Mashburn 

Effie Nicke 

Faculty Guests: 

Sherry Stancil 

Dionne Felix 

 

 

III. Election of new Faculty Senate officers 

a. Valerie announced that with his new administration position Mark Branon will leave 

the faculty senate, Brent Watson, the alternate, will become the new representative and 

Tiffany Hogan will become the new alternate representative. Odessa Jordan called for 

an official individual voting for all Faculty Senate Officer positions rather than the 

April motion which called for ‘all past Faculty Senate Officer terms be renewed for the 

year’. Jill Onega nominated Valerie Cox for President and the motion was seconded by 

Vicki Hale-Brown. Derek Berry nominated Odessa Jordan for President and the motion 

was seconded by Brian Oakes. Jill Onega nominated Nicole Mashburn for Vice 

President and the motion was seconded by Bill Provin. Odessa Jordan nominated 

Cynthia Stephenson for Vice President and the motion was seconded by Gerald 

Jackson. Bill Provin nominated Effie Nicke for Secretary and the motion was seconded 

by Jill Onega. No other nomination was put forward, motion to close by Derek Berry.  

Jill Onega nominated Gerald Jackson for Webmaster and the motion was seconded by 

Julie Brown. No other nomination was put forward, motion to close by Brian Oakes. 

The votes were collected on paper and read aloud. Majority of votes awarded to Valerie 

Cox for President and Nicole Mashburn for Vice President. Faculty Senate Officers: 



Valerie Cox as President, Nicole Mashburn as Vice President, Effie Nicke as Secretary, 

and Gerald Jackson as Webmaster. 

 

IV. Old Business  

a. Valerie Cox presented the minutes for the April Faculty Senate Meeting. 

Motion to approve by Jill Onega.  Second motion by Nicole Mashburn. Motion carried 

and minutes approved. 

 

V. New Business 

a. Meeting time and day for 2016-17 year 

 Survey will be sent for most convenient time and date for Faculty Senate 

meetings. 

b. Virtual hours- Valerie Cox 

 Dr. Klauber and Chris Alexander approved the usage of virtual office hours 

this fall semester for faculty who teach online course.  

o 3 hours per online course for a maximum of 15 hours 

o No more than 3.75 hours used in one day 

o 24-hour response time except on holidays for all student inquiries 

 Many of the faculty expressed concerns about home and family life balance.  

 Motion to assess and report back Jill Onega, second by Bill Provin. 

 Action: collect concerns from departments as semester progresses and 

report back to the faculty senate next meeting.  

c. Travel Policy 

 Several of the faculty expressed concerns of the reimbursements from work 

travel and the handling of the procedure by the business office.  

 Action: ask Brian Helms to visit and discuss a path forward to making 

documentation and reimbursement for college travel less difficult. 
 

VI. College Committee Reports 

a. Suggestion box committee– Derek Berry 

 Leave message on phone if you are out of your office. Many people use email 

auto reply but do not leave messages on phone.  

 Talk to department members, division, deans? 

 Best practices? 

 Action: talk to faculty and staff in your department about leaving out of 

office messages on the phone and report back next session. 

   b. Hiring committee makeup 

 One hiring committee had only one person from the area hiring. 

 What is the policy? Who decided on committee members? 

 Action: ask for a Human Resources representative to visit and discuss 

this topic. 

 

VII.  Reports/News from Division Senators 
a. Library, Advising, Evening Program- none 

b. Business/CIS/Tech/Workforce Development- New Dean, Jim Payne 

c. Health Sciences 



o Pass rates: Dental assisting, ML technician, surgical technician and 

EMS all 100%, Nursing 96%, EMT 92%, PTA 89%. 

d. Humanities and Social Sciences 

o Fall Writers Conference book selected, Reclaiming Conversation by 

Sherry Turkle would like to use across disciplines. October 24th 

morning and evening discussions, more to follow. 

e. Math/Natural Sciences- December 2nd is Math tournament 

 

VIII. Next Meeting 

a. Next meeting set for September 22, 2016 at 2:30pm on the Decatur Campus.  

b. Minutes submitted by: Effie Nicke, Secretary 

c. Minutes approved by: Faculty Senate, September 22, 2016 


