
C A L H O U N  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E

F O R  S T U D E N T  S U C C E S S
S N A P S H O T

T H E  O F F I C E  O F  P L A N N I N G ,  R E S E A R C H ,  A N D  G R A N T S

FALL
2016

National data indicate nearly one-half of all students seeking higher education choose a community college.  
Calhoun students have a wide range of academic goals – graduate, transfer or obtain sufficient skills to find a job.  
The Snapshot for Student Success is designed to provide meaningful data on students’ performance during the 
semester.  In this publication, success is defined as a grade of A, B, or C.

SUCCESS RATES of 
CALHOUN’S MOST 
POPULAR COURSES 
With the tremendous increase in 
the number of online students and 
courses, the College monitors online 
success rates to ensure that the rates 
are comparable to traditional courses.  
Data from the top 10 highest enrollment 
classes indicate significant differences 
in success rates in some courses.  English 
101 was the highest enrollment course 
in Fall 2016 with 1,921 students.
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Almost two-thirds of 
Calhoun’s students 
enrolled in 10-15 credit 
hours and a small 
percentage enrolled 
in 16+ credit hours.  
Data represented in 
this graph reflect the 
percentage of students 
who were successful in 
ALL the courses they 
attempted. 
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T R A D I T I O N A L  &  O N L I N E  L E A R N I N G
Enrollment in distance learning courses has increased from 2,149 students in fall 2012 to 4,152 students in fall 2016 – a 93% 
increase in students who are taking at least one online course.  
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As part of the Achieving the Dream Initiative, 
the College has begun to review success 
rates by subgroups of students rather 
than grouping all students together in one 
overall success rate.  The category entitled 
“Other” includes students whose ethnicity 
is American Indian, Alaskan Native, Asian, 
Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, Multi-Racial, 
Non-Resident Alien and Unknown.
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Community college students must be retained to complete their academic goals.  Yet, data indicate that some 
students “disappear” after only one semester. Many stop out and return to the College years later to complete their 
program of study.  In Fall 2016, 503 students transferred to 2- or 4-year colleges.  Most of those 503 students (90%) 
transferred to colleges in-state.

R E T E N T I O N

I f  you would l ike  more information about  this  and other  inst i tut ional  data, please contact
 Dr. Debi  Hendershot, Dean for  Planning, Research & Grants   (256)  306-2581 or  debi .hendershot@calhoun.edu

2,231 = NUMBER OF FALL ‘16 STUDENTS WHO D I D  N O T  R E T U R N
These students are those who, for one reason or another, did not graduate, transfer, or return 
to Calhoun the following semester.

S T U D E N T  A N D  C O U R S E  W I T H D R A W A L S
It is not uncommon for students to withdraw from one or more courses throughout the semester, due to 
schedule changes or other life issues. College data indicate that 51 students had totally withdrawn within the 
first two weeks of Fall Semester, 2016. By the last day to withdraw (11/15/16), the number grew to 528 totally 
withdrawn students.   A total of 1,181 students completed the semester with zero credits earned.

The College continues to seek ways to improve student success in developmental 
courses.  In Fall 2016, 896 students were enrolled in Developmental Math and/or 
English.  Without being successful in developmental courses, students cannot advance 
to college-level courses.
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FALL ‘16 GRADUATES 
Graduation is synonymous with student 
success.  A total of 484 students received 
certificates and/or degrees in Fall Semester, 
2016.  The Associate of Science Degree 
in General Studies was the most popular 
degree awarded at 214.


