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MEMORANDUM
To: Faculty
From: Wes Rakestraw, Vice President of Academic Affairs

Wes Harris, Dean of Institutional Effectiveness
Date: July 29, 2024

Re: General Education Student Learning Outcomes for 2024-25

As discussed in our memo dated 1/2/24, the college has been evaluating our general education
student learning outcomes process. This work has been done through the assessment committee
with the collaboration of VP Rakestraw, Dean Harris, and the academic deans. We made some
temporary changes for the Spring 2024 semester with the goal of having an updated process in
place for the 2024-25 academic year. The upcoming academic year is important since it is the first
year of data that will be included with our 5 year report to SACSCOC. We want to make sure all
faculty are up to date on the plans for assessment of general education SLOs for this upcoming
year.

First, for the Fall 24 semester, faculty will not be required to do any general education SLO
assessment. With the transition to Canvas, we do not want to add an additional burden.

Starting Spring 2025, we will begin a new process to assess general education SLOs using a juried
model approach. We believe the process outlined below will be more meaningful, less of a burden,
and meet SACSCOC standards. The goal is to provide more consistent and reliable data that can be
used for improvement.

1) Outcomes and Definitions

The four outcomes listed below have been identified by the assessment committee and
approved by Calhoun administration to serve as our general education SLOs.

Outcome Definition

Communication Graduates will be able to express ideas or thoughts with
written words or spoken language.
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Critical Thinking Graduates will be able to solve problems by making a
reasoned conclusion.

Information Literacy Graduates will be able to find, evaluate, and use various forms
of information effectively and ethically.

Quantitative Reasoning Graduates will be able to analyze problems, including real

world scenarios, through the application of mathematical or
other quantitative concepts and skills, including interpretation
of data.

Two of the outcomes (communication and critical thinking) are the same as previous years.
Additionally, Calhoun will continue to use the same rubrics for these outcomes.

Accountability was removed because it was determined to be an operational outcome instead
of a student learning outcome based on definitions provided by a SACSCOC VP.

We have decided to use 4 outcomes instead of 3. We feel this will better cover the knowledge
gained through general education here at Calhoun. Additionally, a look at a sample of SACSCOC
institutions showed that most have between 4 and 7 general education outcomes.

Rubrics for information literacy and quantitative reasoning will need to be developed. See
below for the process.

2) Courses and SLO Alignments

We will no longer assess one outcome in every general education course. The assessment
committee evaluated data on the general education courses required for all associate degrees
(AS and AAS) as well as enrollment data on all general education courses. The courses below
were selected based off this data to cover the general education curriculum and impact the
largest number of students. The SLO alignments were selected through collaboration with the
assessment committee and academic deans. All faculty will continue to be involved in the
assessment process. However, these are the courses selected to assess these particular
outcomes.

Course SLO
ART 100 Communication
Quantitative
BIO 103 Reasoning
Quantitative
CIS 146 Reasoning
ECO 231* Critical Thinking
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ENG 101 Communication

HIS 201* Critical Thinking
MTH 100* Critical Thinking

Quantitative

MTH 110 Reasoning

PSY 200 Information Literacy
SOC 200 Information Literacy
SPH 106 Communication
SPH 107* Critical Thinking

*These courses are part of cohort 3 of the QEP and will need to assess critical thinking. After
Spring 2025, SPH 107 will no longer be required to assess an SLO since we will be assessing one
in SPH 106. The other 3 courses will continue to assess critical thinking.

During the Fall 2024 semester, faculty representatives from the selected courses will create
rubrics for information literacy and quantitative reasoning.

Academic departments will need to ensure all faculty teaching an identified course are utilizing
a common assignment for SLO assessment.

3) Juried Approach

Instead of having each faculty member in each course complete a secondary rubric for the
selected assignment, we will be using a juried approach. In this approach, we will pull a sample
of student assignment submissions from Canvas that will be scored on the institution wide
rubric by a committee of faculty. While we will be looking at a smaller number of student
submissions, we will ensure it is an appropriate sample size for our institution. Faculty serving
on the committee will be identified this fall and serve a two-year term. We are also working
toward utilizing accreditation software created for this type of model. It will integrate with
Canvas and house all rubrics and scores for reporting purposes.

4) Timeline

This new process will be utilized on a smaller scale for Spring 2025. We will not ask every
instructor who teaches the classes outlined above (point 2) to participate in SLO assessment.
This will help us refine this process and ensure its success while still providing us with the
necessary data to continue our assessment cycle. Starting with the 2025-26 academic year, this
process will be utilized by all instructors teaching the courses outlined above.

We will hold Assessment Day for the fall semester on Friday, November 1, 2024. At this
meeting, you will still evaluate data from the 2023-24 academic year to complete the
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assessment cycle. However, we will also discuss the updated plan and how all faculty will take
part.

As we approach a new way of doing SLO assessment, we appreciate your patience and
participation.



