
I’m excited to present to you the Fall 2025 professional development catalog. The goal is for 
each faculty member to achieve 12 (or more) professional development hours annually – 
August through July. Professional development activities are not limited to internal 
opportunities. External conferences, workshops, webinars, and CEUs are all included. 
 
Each professional development hour is equal to 60 minutes. PD credit for internal activities will 
be granted through registration and attendance at events. To submit verification of external 
professional development hours, you are required to use this form. Please note that you will be 
asked to submit documentation to support the external PD hours. This documentation could 
include completion certificates, conference programs, etc. A link to this form is also available on 
the Faculty Development webpage. 
 
Listed below are the types of external activities that will count towards professional 
development. If the activity you are requesting credit for is not listed, please discuss with your 
supervisor and get approval prior to submitting to my office for professional development 
credit.  
In-house Workshops or Academies   Faculty Learning Communities 
Instructional Leadership Academy (ILA)  Webinars and other virtual events 
CEUs       Alabama State Master Teacher 
External Conferences and Workshops (with documentation) 
 
Fall and spring kickoff events will continue. Every faculty member who attends kickoff will 
receive the appropriate amount of professional development hours. 
 
To register for an activity or workshop, click on the title (highlighted in blue) and you will be 
taken to the registration page. Complete the required information and you’re all set! You will 
receive information and updates via email for the activities and/or workshops that you register 
for. When the workshop is held, the facilitator will send an attendance report so that you get 
credit for attending the activity and/or workshop. This information will also be provided in the 
Faculty Development Update each week. 
 
At the end of each month, a report will be sent to individual faculty documenting professional 
development attended. If at any time you want to know which professional development 
you’ve attended, just send me an email – trey.jackson@calhoun.edu – and I’ll send a report to 
you.  
 
If you have questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to let me know.  
 
Have a great semester! 
 
Trey Jackson 
Director of Faculty Development  

https://dynamicforms.ngwebsolutions.com/Submit/Page?form=3b75659d-068d-4b62-9275-2b7c9e0885c0&section=640053&page=501424&token=iPey0jFhqRg7UZ5LajFjJbPNjOnI3jwg5fffK6D4JuM
https://calhoun.edu/overview/faculty-development/
mailto:trey.jackson@calhoun.edu


Faculty Professional Development Catalog 
September 2025 – December 2025 

External Opportunities 
Lumen Circles Fellowships 
Lumen Circles Fellowships provide opportunities to connect with fellow faculty members as you 
explore effective instructional practices that support student success and apply them in your 
own teaching. Through the fellowship you can learn, share ideas, and develop professionally in 
areas you want to grow.   

Fellowships include: 

• 9-week community of practice with faculty peers 
• Weekly activities to explore, apply, and reflect on effective teaching practices (~2 

hours/week)  
• Build on your strengths and develop skills to expand your teaching repertory 
• Set goals and track progress expanding your teaching practice profile  
• Work asynchronously in a virtual platform (website) to fit your own schedule  
• Earn a Lumen Circles Fellowship Certificate in Effective Teaching Practice 

Fellowship options are: 

• Advanced Generative AI for Teaching and Learning 
• Evidence-based Teaching with Generative AI 
• Active Learning 
• Belonging & Inclusive Teaching Fundamentals 
• Course Design for Student Success (Note: you do not need to be actively teaching during 

the duration of this fellowship) 
• Evidence-based Teaching 
• Online Teaching Foundation (Note: You should be scheduled to teach a fully online class 

during your fellowship)  
• Teaching with OER & OER-enabled Pedagogy (Note: Prior to the fellowship, you should 

identify OER content you plan to use with students during your fellowship term.) 

Circles Fellowships begin this fall on the following dates: September 3, 17, and October 1. The cost to 
participate is $750 and will be paid for by the Faculty Development office. Participation awards 9 

professional development hours.  To sign up to participate, please click use this link to register: Lumen 
Circles Fellowships 
 
NISOD (National Institute for Staff and Organizational Development) 
Calhoun Community College is a member of NISOD. As a member college, faculty have access to 
an abundance of resources. NISOD offers many live and recorded webinars on a variety of 
topics that qualify for professional development credit. To learn more and to sign up for your 

https://info.lumenlearning.com/circles-general?utm_campaign=12289465-F25%20SUNY%20Circles%20Marketing&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--ai70rVE4xS8hREH-17xw7ITgBCOOmXPxawgQGdRLIaRIRAp5OytYB_0ZfC_ve0oQz13w6fumuvSJyweOepdHkMGh72g&_hsmi=361704184&utm_content=361704184&utm_source=hs_email
https://lumenlearning.com/certificate-of-effective-teaching-practice/
https://info.lumenlearning.com/circles-general?utm_campaign=12289465-F25%20SUNY%20Circles%20Marketing&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--ai70rVE4xS8hREH-17xw7ITgBCOOmXPxawgQGdRLIaRIRAp5OytYB_0ZfC_ve0oQz13w6fumuvSJyweOepdHkMGh72g&_hsmi=361704184&utm_content=361704184&utm_source=hs_email
https://info.lumenlearning.com/circles-general?utm_campaign=12289465-F25%20SUNY%20Circles%20Marketing&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--ai70rVE4xS8hREH-17xw7ITgBCOOmXPxawgQGdRLIaRIRAp5OytYB_0ZfC_ve0oQz13w6fumuvSJyweOepdHkMGh72g&_hsmi=361704184&utm_content=361704184&utm_source=hs_email


individual account, please visit NISOD.org. Click on “Create Account” in the upper-right hand 
corner to get started. 
 
Magna Commons (formerly Magna Online Seminar Series) 
Magna Publications has discontinued the Magna Online Seminar Series. They are reinstituting 
the former process where members have 24/7 access to a variety of recorded sessions. These 
sessions will still count towards your professional development hours. To access these 
recordings, you will need an individual log in account. Please follow the steps below to set up 
your account. 
Go to 
https://www.magnapubs.com/register/. Enter information in the required fields and click 
"Submit."  
NOTE: if you get an error that your password does not match, skip down to the EXISTING 
USERS Section below. Once successfully registered, you will see a screen, "Thank you for 
completing your registration." 
Go to: 
https//www.magnapubs.com/profile/joinsitelicense/b307c985b4b52319d20859f99050a22 
On the right side of the screen, in the "Username or email address" box, enter the email 
address that you submitted in Step 1. 
Enter your password and then "Login" 
On the My Account page, click "Join Team" 
On the My Online Access page click the appropriate orange "go to..." box for access 
For Magna commons and 20-Minute Mentor Commons Subscribers: You will be taken to the 
dashboard for the institutional subscription. Scroll to search or locate the materials you wish to 
access or view. 
 
EXISTING USERS 
If you get an error when using "Create Account:" 
Go to https://www.magnapubs.com/profile/lost-password/ 
Enter your email address and click "Reset Password" 
Once the password has been reset, go to the URL in Step 3 above to complete the registration 
process and log in 
 
To sign-up to receive the weekly email updates, please visit our website: 
https://www.magnapubs.com/free-resources/. 
 
To update your account settings and preferences, on the Magna website, hover over My 
Account in the upper right corner to select the appropriate option. 
 
Need Help? 
If you have questions or need further assistance with your account, please contact our 
Customer Service staff at support@magnapubs.com. 
 

https://www.nisod.org/
https://www.magnapubs.com/register/
https://www.magnapubs.com/profile/join-sitelicense/b307c985b4b52319d208597f99050a22/
https://www.magnapubs.com/profile/lost-password/
https://www.magnapubs.com/free-resources/


September 2025 
9/5/25    7:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.    3.5 PD Hours 
Fall Kickoff – Decatur Campus – Kelley Gymnasium 
 
 
9/2/245   1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.     1 PD Hour 
Literary Circle – Bite by Bite 
Facilitated by: Ms. Heather Gilliam 
Huntsville Campus – MSC 1222 
This book is a collection of essays about various foods. We will meet once a month this 
semester and even have a food day! Our kickoff meeting will be Tuesday, September 2 at 
1:00pm in MSA Honor's Lounge- Rm 1222.  Join our book circle as we discuss and connect to 
Calhoun's common read! 
 
9/23/2025   1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.     1 PD Hour 
Literary Circle – The Promises and Perils of AI in Education: Ethics and Equity have Entered the 
Chat 
Facilitated by: Ms. Joy Laws 
Decatur Campus – Harris Hall 141 
Meetings will be September 23, October 7, November 4, and December 2.  This study will open 
the discussion of teaching students how to use AI in an ethical way. While it is true that many 
teachers ban the use of AI and consider it a threat to education and critical thinking, it is 
possible to use it effectively and ethically. In this study, we can discuss the implications and 
ways to incorporate it into our teaching. The authors also present that AI is an issue for 
“marginalized communities” and teachers need to address this issue as well. We will touch on 
this topic briefly. We will focus on ideas and create assignments we can use in the 
classroom. While teachers may not embrace AI in the classroom, they can implement AI for 
good, not evil. Teachers can use it to “foster critical thinking, creativity, and individualized 
learning for all.” 
 
9/25/25    9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.   2 PD Hours 
     1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Honorlock demonstration, training, and Q&A sessions 
Facilitated by: Asim Khan and Calhoun Distance Learning 
Decatur Campus – Noble Russell 113 (morning session) 
Huntsville Campus – Multipurpose Room (afternoon session) 
Mr. Asim Khan from Honorlock will be visiting Calhoun on Thursday, September 25. He will be 
on site to provide a product demonstration, training on key features, and a Q&A session. 
Honorlock is an important tool adopted by the ACCS to support secure and accessible exam 
proctoring for faculty and students. 
All faculty are encouraged to attend—whether you already use Honorlock in your courses or 
are simply interested in learning more about its features. 
 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=LPBFHXhddkO2CM7FHvDpbjqudgiMIbdDm93NDD0q3txUODBTODEzR1hMVkFMMUc5V1MzVDdUUVVYQy4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=LPBFHXhddkO2CM7FHvDpbrb5vFuHbvhGu2-yS6tFVC5UQ1dWT0JKTURaOENFNjBHQVlDQU04MEZHNS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=LPBFHXhddkO2CM7FHvDpbrb5vFuHbvhGu2-yS6tFVC5UQ1dWT0JKTURaOENFNjBHQVlDQU04MEZHNS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=LPBFHXhddkO2CM7FHvDpbjqudgiMIbdDm93NDD0q3txUNEFTRjg3WFJONFRIUzkzNFgxQ05MQ1NHSS4u&origin=Invitation&channel=0


 
9/29/2025    10:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.   4.5 PD Hours 
ACCS Regional Professional Development 
Facilitated by: ACCS 
Von Braun Center, Huntsville 
ACCS is hosting a regional professional development day for Calhoun Community College and 
other member institutions at the Von Braun Center in Huntsville.  All faculty and staff are 
required to attend.  Breakout session topics will include: 

• Best practices in all areas 

• College administration and leadership 

• Teaching and learning strategies (academic, technical, allied health) 

• Workforce development best practices 

• Student support, engagement, and retention 

• Master planning, project prioritization, budgeting for evolving space need and learning 
environments 

• Engaging faculty, staff, and students in shared responsibility for safety and emergency 
preparedness 

• Identifying vulnerabilities, training staff, and responding to threats across multi-campus 
environment 

• Strategies for turning institutional data into actionable plans that improve retention, 
completion, and equity 

Calhoun employees will be able to register their attendance and earn their PD hours via QR 
codes on site. 
 

October 2025 
10/7/2025    1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.    2 PD Hours 
Accessibility in Action: Meeting Title II Standards with Ally 
Facilitated by: Calhoun Distance Learning 
Decatur Campus – Noble Russell 113 
Huntsville Campus – Math, Science, CIS 1106 
Explore how to create an inclusive and accessible learning environment using Canvas and Ally. 
This session will provide practical guidance on identifying and addressing accessibility issues, 
leveraging Ally’s tools, and aligning your course design with Title II of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA). Whether you’re new to accessibility or looking to enhance your practices, 
this session will equip you with strategies to better support all students. 
 
 
10/17/2025    8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.    6 PD Hours 
Alabama Canvas User Group Conference 
Facilitated by: Alabama Canvas User Group 
Jefferson State University – Shelby Campus 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.microsoft.com%2Fr%2FuXNdngSyBM&data=05%7C02%7Ctrey.jackson%40calhoun.edu%7Ca54ea2ae9f4043b68b0e08ddf4cb6215%7C1d45f02c5d784376b608cec51ef0e96e%7C0%7C0%7C638935876533789578%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=10%2BXbXWc7wOPVgQMWlvjnAuEYAODke%2BF%2BFZNYPM1Zmo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.alabamacanvasusergroup.com/2025-alcug-conference-registration/


Jefferson State (Shelby-Hoover Campus) will host the Alabama Canvas Users’ Group annual 
conference on Friday, October 17, 2025, at the Judy Merritt Building located at 4600 Valleydale 
Road, Birmingham, AL (https://www.jeffersonstate.edu/shelby-hoover-campus-map/). 

• This is a free event! 

• Registration is open and located on the Canvas site: 
https://www.alabamacanvasusergroup.com/.  Note: Please make sure to specify any 
dietary preferences on the registration form. 

  
Be sure to check back (go to the link above) for additional information.  A detailed schedule will 
be posted closer to the event. 
A (tentative) breakdown of the event will be as follows (based on previous Alabama Canvas 
Users' Group conferences): 

• 7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. (breakfast is provided) 

• 8:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. (sessions) 

• 11:45 a.m. (lunch is provided) 

• 12:45 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. (sessions) 
  
Please contact the Distance Education Department if you have any questions at 
adavis@jeffersonstate.edu. 
 
10/24/25    8:30 a.m. - 11:15 a.m.    3 PD Hours 
Faculty Professional Development Day 
Facilitated by: Office of Academic Affairs and Faculty Development 
Decatur Campus – Health Science 109 
All faculty will gather for a joint training session followed by breakout sessions led by our 
instructional deans. 
 
Joint session: De-escalation and conflict resolution  8:30 am – 9:15 am 
Facilitated by: Ms. Flo Doughty 
 
Breakout sessions      9:30 am – 10:15 am 
        10:30 am – 11:15 am 
 
Faculty should attend two of the following offerings (each offered in both timeslots): 
Motivating Students to Learn – Dr. Donna Estill  
Course Blueprinting for Faculty – Kenneth Kirkland 
Culture of Collegiality – Dr. Rodney Alford 
“Smart” Syllabus: Choose Your Battles – Dr. Cynthia Buchheit 
Teaching the Students We Have (Not the Ones We Wish We Had) – Dr. Kim Parker 
Employability Skills for all Students – John Holley 
 

 
November 2025 

https://www.jeffersonstate.edu/shelby-hoover-campus-map/
https://www.alabamacanvasusergroup.com/


11/3/2025    1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.    2 PD Hours 
Accessible Document Design 
Facilitated by: Calhoun Distance Learning 
Decatur Campus – Noble Russell 113 
Huntsville Campus – Math, Science, CIS 1106 
This session will provide practical strategies for creating accessible Word, PowerPoint, and 
other digital documents. Participants will learn how to identify common accessibility issues, 
understand what they mean, and apply easy fixes to ensure materials are usable by all learners. 
By the end of the session, you’ll have the tools to design documents that meet accessibility 
standards and promote inclusivity. 
 
 
11/24/2025    8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.   3 PD Hours 
Preparing for Spring Semester: How Not to Be Busy in January (and Have No Work at all 
During Christmas) 
Facilitated by: Office of Academic Affairs and Teaching, Learning, and Design Center 
Huntsville Campus 
How would you like to have your spring semester prep work done before the holidays?  
Academic affairs and the Teaching, Learning, and Design Center are hosting a workshop day in 
order to help faculty prepare for the spring semester before the fall semester gets busy with 
finals, posting grades, and leaving for the holiday break.  Sessions include: 
 

• How To Get Your In-Person Class Ready Ahead of Time –a step-by-step guide to 
preparing your in-person classes early, ahead of the holiday break. 

• How To Get Your Online Class Ready Ahead of Time –a step-by-step guide to preparing 
your online classes early, ahead of the holiday break. 

 
December 2025 
12/4/2025    9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.   1 PD Hour 
12/8/2025    9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.     
Cram Jam Breakfast Slam 
Faculty and staff are invited to breakfast with students on December 4 in Decatur and 
December 8 in Huntsville.  This free breakfast will be for students as they prepare for their final 
exams and the end of the semester. 
 
Faculty are also encouraged to attend and meet with students at various stations around the 
breakfast gathering to help answer student questions about their finals or offer them guidance 
in their study and preparation.  Any faculty member who registers and attends in this capacity 
will receive 1 PD hour. 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.microsoft.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DLPBFHXhddkO2CM7FHvDpbgOOU-_KJWFFqCE9LYPStCtUMEJDTkxINjVIODUwVlFRSU9VOFpDT1dBMy4u&data=05%7C02%7Ctrey.jackson%40calhoun.edu%7Ca54ea2ae9f4043b68b0e08ddf4cb6215%7C1d45f02c5d784376b608cec51ef0e96e%7C0%7C0%7C638935876533806136%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hIDMsTHv11cpifAG%2BkL1WPSVmTYT4%2BBjItzSypJh%2Fpg%3D&reserved=0

