
 
Respiratory Therapy Program 

Curriculum Plan 

 

  

General Education Courses 

*Prerequisite for Program Admission* 

Weekly 
Theory 

Credit 

1:1 

Weekly  
Lab 

Credit 

2:1 

Weekly 
Clinical 

Credit 

5:1 

Weekly 
Contact 

Hours 

Semester 
Credit 

Hours 

ENG 101* English Composition I 3   3 3 

MTH 100* Intermediate College Algebra 3   3 3 

BIO 201* Human Anatomy and Physiology I 3 1  5 4 

BIO 202* Human Anatomy and Physiology II 3 1  5 4 

SPH 106 

SPH 107      

Fundamentals of Oral Communication - or- 

Fundamentals of Public Speaking 

3   3 3 

HUM/FA 

Elective 

Art, Music, Religion, Philosophy, Literature, 

or Theatre 

3   3 3 

PSY 200 General Psychology 3   3 3 

EMS 100 Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (optional) 1   1 1 

 Total= 22 4 0 26 24 

 Semester 1      

RPT 210 Clinical Practice I   2 10 2 

RPT 211 Introduction to Respiratory Care 2   2 2 

RPT 212 Fundamentals of Respiratory Care I 2 2  6 4 

RPT 213 Anatomy and Physiology for the RCP 3   3 3 

RPT 214 Pharmacology for the RCP 2   2 2 

 Total= 9 2 2 23 13 

 Semester 2      

RPT 220 Clinical Practice II   2 10 2 

RPT 221 Pathology for the RCP I 2 1  4 3 

RPT 222 Fundamentals of Respiratory Care II 2 2  6 4 

RPT 223 Acid-Base Regulation and ABG Analysis 1 1  3 2 

 Total= 5 4 2 23 11 

 Semester 3      

RPT 231 Pathology for the RCP II 2 1  4 3 

RPT 234 Mechanical Ventilation for the RCP 2 2  6 4 

RPT 254 Patient Assessment Techniques for the RCP 1 1  3 2 

 Total= 5 4  13 9 

 Semester 4      

RPT 230 Clinical Practice III   2 10 2 

RPT 232 Diagnostic Procedures for the RCP 1 1  3 2 

RPT 242 Perinatal / Pediatric Respiratory Care 2 1  4 3 

RPT 244 Critical Care Considerations for the RCP 1 1  3 2 

 Total= 4 3 2 20 9 

 Semester 5      

RPT 240 Clinical Practice IV   4 20 4 

RPT 233 Special Procedures for the RCP 2   2 2 

RPT 241 Rehabilitation and Home Care for the RCP 2   2 2 

RPT 243 Computer Applications for the RCP  2  4 2 

 Total= 4 2 4 28 10 

 General Education Credit = 

Respiratory Therapy Coursework = 

                                                  Total Program Hours =  

24 

52 

76 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Respiratory Therapy Program Curriculum Plan 

continued 

 

 

   The four general education courses (ENG, MTH, BIO 201 & 202) designated as pre- 

   requisites must be completed with a grade of C or higher to enroll in the program. If an 

   individual begins the program with incomplete general education requirements, the classes must 

   be scheduled by the student and cannot interfere with RPT courses. Five semesters of 

   sequential, consecutive study are required even if all general education coursework was taken 

   before beginning RPT classes. 

 

   All general education and RPT courses in the plan must be taken and passed with a C or higher 

   to graduate. 

   

   The respiratory therapy program grading policy is more stringent than the general college   

   grading policy. In order to pass a RPT course the student must receive a grade of 75% 

   or greater. Students who do not receive a minimum of 75% as a final grade in a course will not 

   be allowed to progress in the program. Faculty believe that a stricter grading policy will help to 

  ensure student knowledge and competency and holding RT therapy students to a more rigorous   

  standard is necessary due to the nature of the profession relative to patient safety. 

 

   One class of 15-20 respiratory therapy students will be admitted per year. Only students who 

   have applied and been accepted for program enrollment are allowed to register for RPT courses. 

   All RPT classes and labs will be taught in person on the CCC Huntsville campus. Clinical 

   course learning takes place at a large variety of healthcare facilities and students generally 

   attend 12-hour shifts with preceptor RTs. 


