
 

 
Health Sciences Division 

Respiratory Therapy Program 

Eligibility Criteria 

 

Students enrolled in the respiratory therapy program are required to successfully complete both 

academic and clinical requirements.  The purpose of the Eligibility Criteria is to delineate the 

cognitive, affective, and psychomotor skills deemed minimally necessary for admission, 

progression, and graduation, and for the provision of safe and effective patient care.  

The Alabama Community College System endorses the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Prior to 

enrollment in the respiratory therapy program, students are provided the Eligibility Criteria.  If an 

individual cannot demonstrate the following skills and abilities, it is the responsibility of the 

student to request appropriate reasonable accommodations through the CCC Student Disability 

Services Office. 

Physical Stamina and Dexterity sufficient to: 

• Perform moderately taxing continuous physical work with infrequent breaks 

• Walk for extended periods; walk quickly at times, including up and down stairs, in 

response to emergency situations  

• Stand and maintain upright posture for prolonged periods of time to perform duties 

• Lift/push/pull up to 50 lbs. to safely move equipment and supplies and to assist in moving 

patients 

• Stoop, kneel, and reach in all directions to perform procedures and adjust equipment  

• Possess the motor skills and manual dexterity to move and manipulate small and large 

equipment  

• Competently perform CPR  

 

Sensory Functions  

• Auditory ability sufficient to: 

• Distinguish muffled sounds heard through a stethoscope or other assistive 

technology 

• Hear and discriminate high and low frequency sounds produced by the body, the 

environment, and respiratory equipment 

• Communicate effectively with others 

• Visual acuity sufficient to: 

• observe and discern subtle changes in the patient condition and the environment 

• visualize different color spectrums and color changes 

• use instrumentation and operate equipment 

• read fine print, read for prolonged periods, read cursive writing, and read 

information displayed on monitors / equipment  

• Olfactory ability sufficient to detect bodily and other odors in the environment 

• Tactile ability sufficient to: 

• discern tremors, vibrations, pulses, temperature, moisture, shapes, size, location 

and other physical characteristics  

• accurately and reliably manipulate small instruments 



 

 

 

Cognitive Abilities sufficient to: 

• Comprehend, measure, calculate, compare, analyze, synthesize, integrate, interpret and 

apply information to formulate and implement safe patient care in a variety of healthcare 

settings 

• Exhibit judgement and problem-solving skills to organize, prioritize, and complete tasks 

safely, accurately, and within an assigned time frame 

• Recognize potentially harmful situations, materials, and equipment and to take measures 

to minimize the risk of injury to self, patients, and coworkers 

• Perform simple to complex mathematical skills including addition, subtraction, 

multiplication, and the division of whole numbers and fractions for medication 

calculations 

• Effectively read, write, and comprehend the English language and communicate 

effectively; discern and interpret nonverbal communication 

 

Affective Abilities sufficient to: 

• Work in a changing and stressful environment, displaying the ability to effectively adapt 

in the face of uncertainties or problems that might arise 

• Provide quality care in a clinical environment which involves exposure to persons with 

physical and mental disabilities, pain, stress, and communicable disease, blood and body 

fluids, odors, and potentially hazardous substances 

• Accept responsibility and accountability for one’s actions, seeking supervision in a timely 

manner, and modifying one’s own behavior when it interferes with learning or patient 

care  

• Practice social behaviors that are appropriate to interpersonal and professional situations 

while conveying care, respect, sensitivity, tact, compassion, empathy, and tolerance 

toward others 

• Collaborate with interprofessional health care providers and display attitudes consistent 

with ethical standards of the respiratory care profession 

 

Safety is paramount in all health programs. Students shall not pose a direct threat to themselves or 

others. Direct threat is defined as a substantial risk of harm based on facts and that cannot be 

eliminated or reduced to an acceptable level through reasonable accommodation. A direct threat 

also includes an individual who knowingly engages in unsafe practices or disregards safety rules 

or procedures which results in a substantial risk of harm to themselves or others or in a substantial 

risk of property damage. 

 

 

 

 


