Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes
September 22, 2021

1:30-2:30 pm
Call to order
Roll Call
Brenda Parris Thomas Hall
Marty Kellum Mark Whigham
Vicky Hale-Brown Susan Satterfield

Lisa Crawford
Leigh Ann Rhea
Holly Powe

Old Business
a. Since there was not a quorum, previous month minutes could not be approved.

New Business
Marty is verifying the current list of senators and will send it out this week. If a faculty
member expresses interest in becoming a senator and no one else is interested, there does
not need to be a formal election process.

Marty, Leigh Ann, and Donna met with Dr. Hodges. He did not provide any new information
about the step raises. Marty requested a list of the questions HR will be asking new job
applicants. Dr. Hodges referred him to Kim Gaines. Kim said the questions are online.

Dr. Hodges requested faculty bring issues to him before going to AEA.

Marty: The Alabama Community College FB page is filled with complaints about the
transition to Blackboard Ultra. There are increasing issues with functionality and
communication with BB. Calhoun currently uses BB Ultra front but the original BB backend.
The goal is to transition in the spring. BB shells for spring courses will be available
November 1. Shells for SP21 and SU21 will be transitioned to the new environment.
Current courses will have to be downloaded, exported, and reloaded.

Wes wants to stay with the original backend for a few more years. Calhoun has over 11,000
online courses that will need to be transitioned- more than any other ACCS school.

Honorlock: the reason we do not have Monitor option is due to the expense.

Marty: Super Teacher is focusing on Communication. They are looking at online class BB
shells. The only requirements for FTF Blackboard course shells currently are a syllabus,
gradebook, and SLOS. There will be an upcoming evaluation of online course by deans.
Leigh Ann asked if there are plans to standardize courses across the ACCS system.

Marty: Wes indicated that there is a plan for creating master course shells and money was
approved for faculty who want to be involved with design.

Leigh Ann: Phyllis Brewer questioned the drop/add and reinstatement process. The only
way to currently readmit a student is for the instructor to check “I made a mistake” even if
that is not the case. Donna referred this issue to the Senate to look at other options.



VI.

VII.

College Committee Reports
No meetings have been held yet.

Reports/News from Division Senators

a. Math/Natural Sciences

Marty asked Wes if there was a push to add additional online teachers for math. All full-time
math instructors currently teach only online.

All faculty are required to post office hours per Dr. Hodges. The template is posted online in
Banner.

Marty: There is a push to get back to “normal.” Events will continue to be planned on campus
to bring students back. However, students currently on campus continue to be affected by

COVID.

Marty K. set next meeting for 10/18 at 1:30 on Decatur campus.



