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Surgical Technology Program
Eligibility Criteria

The mission and purpose of the surgical technology program are dedicated to the academic and clinical
education of individuals who will function as healthcare providers. Implicit in the curriculum is the
acquisition of knowledge and development of specialized skills. The purpose of the Eligibility Criteria is to
delineate the cognitive, affective and psychomotor skills deemed minimally necessary for admission,
progression, and graduation, and for the provision of safe and effective patient care.

Prior to enrollment in the surgical technology program students are provided the Eligibility Criteria. If a
student cannot demonstrate the following skills and abilities, it is the responsibility of the student to
request appropriate reasonable accommodations through the Student Disability Services Office.

1. Able to stand, bend, stoop, and/or sit for long periods of time in one location with minimum/no
breaks.

2. Able to lift a minimum of 30 pounds.

Able to refrain from nourishment or restroom breaks for periods up to 6 hours.

4. Demonstrate sufficient visual ability enough to load a fine (10-0) suture onto needles and needle
holders with/without corrective lenses and while wearing safety glasses.

5. Demonstrate sufficient peripheral vision to anticipate and function while in the sterile surgical
environment.

6. Hear and understand muffled communication without visualization of the communicator’s
mouth/lips and within 20 feet.

7. Hear or visualize activation/warning signals on equipment.

8. Able to detect odors sufficient to maintain environmental safety and patient needs.

9. Manipulate instruments, supplies and equipment with speed, dexterity, and good eye-hand
coordination.

10. Independently mobile, with or without assistive devices.

11. Able to assist with and/or lift, move, position, and manipulate the patient who is unconscious
with or without assistive devices.

12. Communicate and understand fluent English both verbally and in writing.

13. To be free of reportable communicable diseases and chemical abuse.

14. Able to demonstrate immunity (natural or acquired) to rubella, rubeola, tuberculosis, and to
hepatitis B, or be vaccinated against these diseases, or willing to sign a waiver of release of
liability regarding these diseases.

15. Possess short- and long-term memory sufficient to perform tasks such as, but not limited to,
mentally tracking surgical supplies and performing anticipation skills intraoperatively.

16. Able to make appropriate judgment decisions.



17. Demonstrate the use of positive coping skills under stress.
18. Demonstrate calm and effective responses, especially in emergency situations.
19. Exhibit positive interpersonal skills during patient, staff, and faculty interactions.

Safety is paramount in all health programs. Students shall not pose a direct threat to themselves or
others. Direct threat is defined as a substantial risk of harm based on facts and that cannot be
eliminated or reduced to an acceptable level through reasonable accommodation. A direct threat also
includes an individual who knowingly engages in unsafe practices or disregards safety rules or
procedures which results in a substantial risk of harm to themselves or others or in a substantial risk of
damage to property.



